‘Developing your research or evaluation proposal’

This workshop is designed for social workers, allied health clinicians and service providers who are interested in:

· Evaluating a program or initiative

· Understanding how to use data they are already collecting for research purposes

· Answering a research question that has emerged from their practice

The aim of the workshop is to assist clinicians to:

· Articulate their research or evaluation question, aims and objectives

· Identify the best way to collect information to answer the question and achieve their aims, with regard to practicality - feasibility, cost, timing etc

· Develop a brief proposal for discussion with management, ethics, quality assurance unit etc

Outcome

· One-page proposal on participant’s individual research project which includes 

· A framework for searching the literature systematically

· Introduction to the NEAF (National Ethics Application Form)

Convenors

Dr Briony Dow, BSW, Ma, PhD

Briony is a social worker with extensive practice experience working with older people in a range of settings, including local government and hospital services. She is currently Director of Preventive and Public Health at the National Ageing Research Institute, where she conducts psycho-social research into older people’s mental health and care needs, including service evaluations. She supervises undergraduate and post-graduate students from a range of disciplines in health and ageing related research.

Dr Catherine (Kate) Burns, BA, BSocAdmin, MPhil, PhD 

Kate, a Wicking Senior Research Fellow, School of Medicine at Flinders University is actively involved with a number of research teams in Adelaide and Brisbane and supervises Social Work Masters and PhD scholars. She takes up an appointment in July as Senior Lecturer in the Department of Social Work, School of Humanities and Social Sciences at Newcastle University. Her research interests, explored within a multidisciplinary framework, are psychosocial issues in cancer care and caregiving at the end of life with a particular focus on the needs of an ageing population. 

Program

8.45

Introductions

9.00–10.00

Introduction to research (Kate & Briony - presentation)

· Research Scope: approaches to research that are relevant to practitioners

· Logic of research

· Theory, question, method, data collection, analysis, interpretation and reporting

· Data: collecting it and building a data base

· Quantitative and qualitative research – the strengths of each approach

· Analysis and Interpretation of Findings

· The ethical imperative to report findings

10.00-10.45

What is your research question/aim?

· What is the question or problem you are seeking to answer or solve?

· What are the aims of the project you are seeking to evaluate?

· Participants to formulate their research question or the aim of evaluation project (with Briony and Kate in small groups)

10.45 – 11.00 Morning tea

11.00 – 12.30 How can you answer your research question? (method, data collection and analysis) (Briony and Kate – small groups)

· What can your data tell you/ why are you collecting it?

· What are your data sources? 

· How do you collect data?

· Data analysis – 

· Kate to give individual advice on quantitative and Briony on qualitative

· When is Ethics approval NOT needed? 

· The NEAF (Kate to present)

12.30 – 1.15 Lunch

1.15 – 2.00 Interpretation and reporting (Briony to present)

· Who is your audience?

· Avenues for dissemination

· Report, conference presentation, journal article, educative seminar…

· What would work best for you?

2.00 – 3.00 Complete write up of brief proposal (Briony and Kate on hand to assist)

· Problem to be addressed

· Research question/aim

· Proposed method, including data source and analysis

· Proposed dissemination strategy

3.00 - 3.30pm Summary Discussion and Group Questions

Conclude at 3.30pm

