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Definition of Assistive Technology

• "Assistive Technology is a term for any device, 
system or design, whether acquired commercially or 
off the shelf, modified or customised, that allows an 
individual to perform a task that they would otherwise 
be unable to do, or increase the ease and safety with 
which a task can be performed." 

• ILC AUSTRALIA, 2005
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• Clients Physicality
• Environmental considerations
• Occupational demands
• Other – pragmatic / situational

-------------------------------------------------
• Range of Equipment options & features

Matching the device to the 
consumer

• Competence
• Environment
• Independence
• Inclusion

• Participation
• Autonomy
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Hard and soft Technology

Ref: Odors concept cited in Cook and Hussey 2002

• Hard technologies are equipment or 
devices

• Soft technology – application of
needs assessment, set up , trial, 
training and follow up

Siva Cost Analysis Instrument  
SCAI

• Helps professionals and clients estimate and 
compare the costs related to possible 
assistive technology solutions to solve a 
particular problem of a client

• Developed, improved and validated within 
national research programmes of the Don 
Gnocchi Foundation

Access first floor flat

Side mounted 
Stair climber

Vertical 
conveyer

Mobile stair 
climber

Cost Analysis using SCAI

4 AT 
Solutions

Wall-
mounted 

stair 
climber

Lift Mobile 
stair 

climber –
attendant 
operated

Two 
attendants

Purchase 
Cost (€)

7,747 13,686 3,718 30 hr/month

Additional 
social cost -
10 years (€)

12,102 8,640 41,450 67,733

Household technology Mobility
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Communication Fittings & Fixtures

Environmental Control (ECU)

USER
Device imput:
Direct
Switch
Voice

Transmitter:
Infrared
Radio
Electrical
Blue tooth

Receiver interface:
Switch
PC
ACC device
W/chair controller
Phone

Target device:
PC
Phone
TV
door

Feedback 
mechanism:
Auditory
Visual

Moreland HACC project

Assistive Technology and the future

• 25,000 AT devices  (Abledata 2006)
• Acceleration of technology 
• Ageing population
• Enables independence and wellness

1300 885 886     www.ilc.com.au
Independent Living Centre's Australia


